
 

 

 
Around Our Campuses 

 

 Withdrawal of District from RTTT Grant Award - The Somers Central School District has withdrawn as a 

participating Race to the Top grant award recipient effective immediately, November 1, 2013.  Our decision to withdraw 

was primarily based upon the requirement to select a “Data Dashboard” from the list of state options.   

 

Our district has been working during the past three years to develop a data system that will allow us to provide timely 

feedback to students and their families regarding their formative school assessments, benchmark assessments and 

summative local or NYSTP assessments.  To this end, we have used Infinite Campus© and have trained faculty and 

staff as well as parents in its use.  Changing to another data tool or using an additional tool would cause an unnecessary 

shift away from our focused plan and would not serve the needs of our local educators, students or families.   

 

We will continue to work diligently to implement §3012-c of the Laws of 2010 (NYS APPR System) and, most 

importantly, engage our professional learning community in ensuring that our students meet the highest standards of 

performance and graduate from our school district prepared for success in either college or career.   

 

 APPR - Notice of the Right of Parents and Legal Guardians to Receive Annual Professional Performance Review 

(APPR) Final Quality Ratings and Composite Effectiveness Scores Pursuant to Education Law §3012-c 

As per Education Law §3012-c, parents may request the Final Quality Rating (Ineffective, Developing, Effective or 

Highly Effective) along with the overall Composite Score (0-100) of any teacher or principal in whose class (teacher) 

or building (principal) their child is currently enrolled. 

 

The procedures for obtaining this information are provided on our website – on the page for Student and Professional 

Learning – and will consist of a written request and scheduled meeting in District Office with Mr. Matt Carr so parents 

may receive such ratings along with an explanation of how the scores and ratings are determined.   

 

This information is intended only for the use of the requesting parent or legal guardian and not subject to disclosure to 

the general public. Teachers and principals will be notified of any requests made for these scores/ratings.  

 

 From Common Core Standards to Curriculum:  The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are not a curriculum.  

But standards do inform our curriculum.  As discussed during our November 19th Board of Education Meeting, the 

CCSS identify stops and a final destination for students during their journey through public education.  Our teachers 

and administrators work in a professional learning community to develop curriculum (a roadmap) and identify best 

instructional practices (a method of transportation) that help our students reach the points of interest and ultimately 

the final destination on their journey.  Of course, State assessments are connected to the CCSS and are currently in a 

state of transition until the best possible assessments can be developed to measure the kinds of things that are most 

difficult to measure through standardized tests.   
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 Building Teams Exhibit Extraordinary Creativity, Efforts and Enthusiasm 

During the SEF Cupcake Wars! 

Primrose School took the trophy with their sweet spin on There Was an Old Lady 

Who Swallowed a Bat.  The team consisted of teachers, office staff, support staff and 

school administrators:  Connie Lowery, Lauren Bello, Sendi Rosario, Stacey 

Kammerer, Regina Kaishian, Sue Compo, Paula Clinchy, Katie Winter and Haidee 

Anaya. 
 

The three other school teams offered up lots of competition and created unique and 

tasty exhibits of their culinary talents and creativity.   All in all, it was a truly fun-filled 

event!  Thanks to SEF volunteers and to all the parents and students who added 

excitement to the day! 

  

 

 

SIS Team Members:  Stacey Elconin, Linda Belger, Kim Gordon, 

Ann Rowe, Lara Davidson, Elisa Cohen, Kris Landau, Christine 

Camarra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMS Team Members:  Jeffrey Getman, Alison Pepe, Andrea 

Hayden, Marianna Breglio, Jenna Schettino, and student, Brian 

Olifiers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHS Team Members:  Eileen Cawley, Cyndy Maloney, Melissa 

Pyrch, Colleen Derenzis, Melissa Woolsey, Angela Holder, Mark 

Bayer and HS student, Zach Krauss.   

 

Standing to the right was the event’s emcee, SEF Executive Board 

Member, Glenn Hintze 

 

 

 

  



 
 District Thanksgiving Drive - The Somers School District has sponsored annual holiday food and gift drives for less 

fortunate families within the community for over 20 years.  During these difficult economic times we are seeing a 

dramatic increase in the number of local families who are in need of assistance. To meet these needs, a district-wide 

Thanksgiving Food Drive was held during the first three weeks in November.  
 

Peer Mentoring Groups (Peer Leaders and Freshmen Partners) at Somers High School have been involved in these 

efforts for the past eight years.  They assembled gift baskets with the food 

and donations collected from all four schools in our district.  Gift baskets 

were assembled for 30 local families.  Those baskets, along with another 

25 baskets assembled by the Girl Scouts, were delivered to St. Luke’s 

Church before the holiday by district Social Workers, Theresa Reda and 

Kristen Rigaglia.   
 

We are so proud of the efforts of our peer leaders. The leadership that was 

demonstrated during this annual charitable event was an inspiration to the 

freshmen that they mentor and to our entire school community. A special 

thanks to everyone who contributed money, food, and wrapping skills.  

 

 

 Primrose 
 Global Connections - Students working with Mrs. Paula Pica will begin a global connection with first grade 

students in Poland.  Learning about one another while engaging in rich learning tasks and problem solving will be 

the goal!  This project is a collaboration between our district and a school in Poland.  We’ll provide an update 

after our first connection! 

 

 Primrose Happenings:  

 

 

 Somers Intermediate School 
 ESL Students Studying the Legend of Sleepy Hollow – Ms. Lara Davidson’s third grade ESL students have read 

“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” and have studied the characters’ traits. The students made a giant Ichabod Crane 

and labeled him with his different traits and the pieces of text evidence which supported these traits. The children 

used their books to find evidence of the character traits of Ichabod Crane. Below is the chart used and added to with 

their words.  This lesson was truly aligned with Common Core State Standards and was an engaging and successful 

experience for students! 

 

 Social Studies Relief Maps - The students in fifth grade have been studying the geography of the western 

hemisphere.  They have also learned about different types of maps.  In this activity the students are creating a 

physical map of specific landforms they learned about in class.  The students were broken up into groups. They had 

to draw out a plan for their map showing specific landforms.  They then used Play Dough© to create their physical 

relief map.  These pictures were taken during Beth Monteleone and Diane Thomas' classes.   

Character Costumes Holiday cards for the troops! 

Pumpkin Math 



 
 

 Middle School 
 The Westchester Italian Cultural Center - October was Italian Heritage Month and what better way to celebrate 

than with a fun-filled day of learning about Italian culture!  World Language Teachers Angie Gottlieb and Elizabeth 

Ferrucci took fifty-two 8th grade Italian students on a field trip to the Westchester Italian Cultural Center in 

Tuckahoe. This center promotes and celebrates the rich heritage of Italian culture through various educational 

programs, exhibits and events. The students experienced two wonderful hands-on workshops led by talented 

instructors. In the first workshop, the students were taught about the history and traditions of the pre-Lenten 

celebration called Carnevale. Students watched an educational video and shortly afterward, they painted and 

decorated their own masks!  In the second workshop, the students learned about the history and tradition of pasta. 

They made their own fettuccine pasta from scratch! After the workshops, the students enjoyed a warm plate of pasta 

with tomato sauce, salad, bread, and for dessert, a cup of gelato. It was an amazing experience for our middle school 

students and everyone got a taste of Italy’s rich and varied culture. 

 

 Madden Outdoor Education Center Challenge Course - In October the sixth graders took a field trip to the 

Madden Outdoor Education Challenge course in Kent Cliffs, NY.  The day started out with a variety of fun team 

building games and activities. Skills learned included team building, effective communication, problem solving, 

acceptance of others, and working with people of different working styles.  The students learned strategies on how 

to best work together to solve problems.  The activities consisted of a series of physical and mental challenges that 

groups of students had to solve as a team.  After an outdoor lunch, their skills were put to the test on the Challenge 

course, which involved 11 stations, such as getting the entire team on a teeter totter without tipping it over, getting 

across a "river" using only 2 boards which had to be placed on different concrete bricks to “build a bridge”, and 

climbing over a wall with the help of other students.  Our students learned a number of important skills, while 

having lots of fun! 

         
 

 Subject: Music and Technology, Jesse Arnett, Steve Chetcuti, and Marie Williams - While learning about 

artists from the past and present, the MS Music Department is preparing students for the future by infusing 

technology into their Curriculum.  Steve Chetcuti's Band students use SmartMusic, a computer program that helps 

them practice their instrument. Thomas Parisi (pictured below), a 6th grade band student says, "I like how the 

computer records you and gives you a grade.  Last week I got a 95 in Jingle Bells but I practiced it and this week I 

got a 100." His performance is recorded and sent to Mr. Chetcuti for grading. This type of instant feedback helps 

students like Thomas to receive a score showing him how he has improved! 

 

In 7th & 8th grade General Music classes Marie Williams uses the Garage Band software application to help 

students create, develop, and review a variety of musical arrangements.  With the infusion of technology into music 

classes, teachers are helping students to develop their musical skills while becoming familiar with the variety of 

tools that 21st century musicians use. 



 

    
 

 

 High School 
 JV Boys Soccer Team and the Pioneer League - The JV Boys Soccer Team volunteered to help train the SCSD 

Pioneer League (a Special Olympics team) that began practices in mid-October. Roy Arnesen and Katy Faivre, the 

leaders of the Pioneer League, were asked if they could use 17 high school soccer player volunteers during their 

first fall indoor soccer season. They were enthusiastic about the support!  

 

After the team’s last game, all 17 members of the JV Boys Soccer Team went to the Pioneer League practice (at the 

large gym at Primrose) to work with the athletes and help them develop their soccer skills. We were immensely 

proud of the JV boys for providing patient and skilled instruction to the Pioneer League players. Two especially 

outstanding moments occurred when the JV boys went up to Pioneer League players and asked if they could be on 

their team and when the JV boys celebrated the Pioneer League players’ goals with enthusiastic cheers and high-

fives. The event was beneficial to both the Pioneer League athletes and the JV soccer players. As an added bonus, 

at least one JV soccer player will be continuing to volunteer with the Pioneer League on a regular basis. 

 

 Special IBM Academy of Technology Live stream “Big Brains” event - Students in Mr. Fry’s Technology 

classes experienced a live stream event on November 7th, courtesy of the IBM Academy of Technology.  The 

topic was “Big Brains: What the brain is teaching us about computing.”  

Here’s a description:   
With the advent of cognitive computing, artificial intelligence is no longer science fiction. What will the 

next generation of technologists do with this emerging technology to make our planet smarter?   We 

want to spark this and other questions in the minds of students - and make a lifelong connection with 

the love of science, technology and the unimaginable possibilities they offer.  So we've invited a few 

rising stars from IBM’s research labs to showcase the hot technologies they are working on. Our guest 

speakers will also take questions on the various scientific and engineering disciplines that are required 

for their jobs that translate into solid career options for the students.  

 - Brain Mapping: How the IBM’s Computational Biology Center maps the structure and function of 

the human brain 

- Watson Wins: Cognitive computing: do computers think? 

- New Ways of Thinking: Can computers think like humans? 

 

Since teachers and administrators registered, we have access to taped videos of the series for viewing after the event.  

This is a great opportunity for students, teachers, staff or administrators interested in the “hot technologies” 

currently under production and the “unimaginable possibilities” they offer in terms of our students’ futures!! 

 

 Somers High School Senior Art Workshop, Photo II, and Photo III Classes, Field Trip to the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art - Metropolitan Museum offers first hand experiences with artwork directly related to the class 

curriculum.  Students travelled to New York City to see specific exhibitions at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

 



 
The photography students went to see the Julia Margaret Cameron exhibit, as well as other fine art in the museum. 

Cameron was an affluent English woman that came to photography late in life simply as a hobby. She soon fell in 

love with the medium and challenged herself with, at the time, this very young technology, to create cutting edge 

portraiture.   

 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art houses an incredible collection of pre-Raphaelite work that serendipitously hangs 

right outside the Cameron exhibit hall.  A luminous palette of bright colors characterizes these paintings.  Several 

students engaged the teacher in a fascinating exchange regarding a gold cloth and veil in a painting.  It truly looks 

like gold leaf but in actuality it is oil paint!  Students were awestruck by the art.   

 

This content was derived from the lesson unit titled, “A history of photography: Its evolution as an invention and 

accepted art form.”  

 

When asked to explain how Cameron’s work resembled contemporary photography, the students mentioned Irving 

Penn, Arnold Newman, Richard Avedon, and Annie Leibovitz. In particular, one student said the close crop of 

Picasso’s portrait by Penn looks like it was styled after Cameron.  After listening to the group, one could infer that 

the students were absorbing the firsthand experience of viewing and interpreting artwork.  The teacher was proud 

to know that they were indeed “getting it”! 

 

      
 

 Wellness Class Search Careers with SPARK – Counselors Annia Rivera and Cherlyne Pappas have 

collaborated with Health Teacher Kathy Kelton in the 10th grade Wellness classes on having students 

search their career interests and how to build their SPARK.   What is a SPARK?  Here is the description and 

video from the Search Institute: 

Search Institute research shows that kids who thrive have two important supports:  knowledge of what their sparks 

are and adults who support the development of those sparks. Several research studies show that creative arts, 

athletics, and learning are the top interests that kids identify as their personal sparks. Other activities like reading, 

volunteering, nature, and spirituality also spark kids’ passions.  Research also shows, however, that too many kids 

don’t get the care and attention necessary to help them identify and nurture their sparks. What’s so important about 

that? Lots.  

 

Kids who know and develop their Sparks-and who have adults in their lives to help-have; 

    •    higher grades 

    •    better school attendance and physical health 

    •    empathy and social competence 

    •    concern for the environment 

    •    a desire to help others and a sense of purpose 

Video Link: http://www.search-institute.org/sparks 

 

 Pound Ridge Reservation-Alternative School-Physical Education Requirement - The trip to Pound Ridge 

Reservation was a component of our Alternative High School Physical Education supplemental requirement. 

Students hiked the trails within the reservation and spent time with their peers in an alternative environment.  The 

students focused on applying physical ability in order to facilitate impulse control and demonstrated leadership 

skills to facilitate peer target behavior.  They also tested the limits of societal boundaries and propriety by 

http://www.search-institute.org/sparks


 
communicating ideas with peers and teachers.   The bucolic surroundings helped to reinforce positive peer 

interactions, and expend energy as a means of reducing stress. 

 

      

 Subject: Model UN Conference-Fairfield University, Elizabeth Gruffi, Model UN Advisor - The SHS Model 

United Nations Club and their advisor, Ms. Gruffi, attended the 10th annual Fairfield University Model United 

Nations Conference. The fifteen club members debated international issues, prepared draft resolutions, made 

speeches, and negotiated with supporters and adversaries to resolve conflicts and to mobilize international 

cooperation. The conference is sponsored by Fairfield University and student participants from high schools in NY, 

NJ, and CT were in attendance.  Model United Nations encourages high school delegates to explore the complexities 

of international affairs and stimulates their interest in problem solving and debate.  Topics explored from various 

points of view included Wiki Leaks, the status of women, the European debt crisis, North Korea and nuclear 

proliferation, and the admission of Turkey into the European Union. The students enjoyed an authentic and 

memorable learning experience.  

 

 Subject: Baroque Master Class with Our Orchestra, Anne Harris - 

Visiting music professor from Hartt College spent time with the Somers 

High School Orchestra on 

Monday, November 25th.  The 

students have been studying 

Arcangelo Corelli’s Christmas 

Concerto and experienced a 

master class in Baroque music.  

Students in Mrs. Ferraro’s 

Theory Class had done an 

analysis of this composition 

and so, if not already members 

of the orchestra, were invited  

to observe the guest conductor  

and student performers.   

 

 

Special Education News 
 

 The Center for Autism and the Developing Brain, at Weill Cornell Medical College in White Plains is reaching out for 

support from the Somers District for an autism intervention research project called “AIM-ASD” (Adapted Interventions 

for Minimally Verbal Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder). The AIM-ASD research project is funded by the 

National Institutes of Health. They provide evidence-based autism interventions for young children diagnosed with 

autism who come to school speaking very few words or no words at all.  

 

The AIM research study would like to evaluate the components and timing of two evidence-based interventions both 

aimed at improving the social and communication abilities of minimally verbal children diagnosed with autism. 

Children who meet criteria for the study are 4.5 to 8.5 years of age, have few spontaneous words, and are diagnosed 

with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Once they receive district approval, they will recruit families with children who 



 
might fit the criteria for the study.  AIM study interventionists will provide interventions to students in our school setting 

four days a week in 40 minute sessions for 16 weeks.  

 

The interventions are provided free of cost to participating families, and there are no fees involved for us as a school 

district if we choose to participate in the AIM-ASD project.  We have scheduled a 45 minute meeting so that 

representatives from the Center for Autism and the Developing Brain can describe the AIM-ASD project in more detail.  

Once we learn more and consider the project beneficial for a small group of our non or limited verbal students that meet 

the criteria for the study, we will be asking for district support for this study to take place within our district and 

particularly at Primrose.  If this is the case, we will share any results with you once the study is completed.   

 
 

Technology News 
 

 We are very excited about the highly anticipated arrival of our Personal Learning Device (PLD) tablets.  Our vendor, 

Dell, has indicated that our Venue 11 Pro tablets should arrive on or about Thursday, December 19th.  We expect to 

begin distributing the tablets, power cord and tablet bags to students as early as December 30th. Students in grade 

9&10 will have the opportunity to pick-up their tablet during the upcoming holiday break….and after school in 

January.   Students in grade 8 will begin receiving their tablets before school beginning Tuesday, January 7th.  The 

distribution process should take about five weeks to complete.  By the end of January the plan is to have all students 

in grades 8, 9, 10 outfitted with their PLDs. 

 

The tablets are based on Microsoft’s newest operating system…Windows 8.1.  The unique Windows 8.1 tiles/desktop 

user experience will help students balance their life and their work.  One of the primary advantages of Windows 8.1 is 

that a wide variety of software can be installed on these tablets.  The tablets will come pre- loaded with productivity 

software to help students utilize the learn opportunities that having a tablet creates.  As a part of the Office 2013 suite 

students will have access to Microsoft Word 2013 to compose their thoughts; Microsoft Excel 2013 to track and 

analyze performance data; Microsoft PowerPoint 2013 to share their creative solutions; and Microsoft OneNote to 

capture and collect notes and research.  Access to student work will now be available in the “Cloud” as students will 

be saving and accessing their work in Microsoft’s online solution… Office 365.  Student access to Office 365 will 

allow students to save their files on the tablet and have that same work available simultaneously both online and 

offline.  

 

During the handout of the devices students will have an opportunity to explore the personalization features of the 

tablet.  Students will be encouraged to explore the tablet and to personalize it to their liking.  Students will have the 

option to explore the Windows Store to examine and download Windows 8.1 apps that will help them personalize 

their experience.  Lastly, students will receive direct and concise introduction on how to use the tablets in an effective 

manner.  

 

The tablets should be supported equally well as they travel home.  There are several accessories available from Dell 

that will help families assimilate the device better at home.  Dell has created an online store exclusively for our 

families that contains reasonably priced tablet accessories.  Essential tablet accessories include, active pen, keyboard 

case, and power cord.  Our Dell online store is open and accepting orders.  It can be reached here: 

http://www.dell.com/somerscsd. 

 

 

http://www.dell.com/somerscsd

